The Purpose of Parables
Mark 4:10-20

Introduction
The parable of the sower (Mark 4:3-9) is the only one that begins with the command to “listen!” But
there is no public explanation; the crowd is left with the story. Perhaps because Jesus was adamant
that the crowd hear and understand his teaching in parables, the disciples were worried because
they did not understand the parables. This passage cuts to a private moment between Jesus and his
disciples, when Jesus would tell them the purpose of the parables. He teaches them how parables
are understood through the parable of the sower.
For Study and Discussion
1) Read the first nine verses of Mark 4 to refresh your memory of the parable of the sower.
Write out the main points of the parable.

2) When the disciples asked Jesus in verse 10 about the parables (meaning not just the parable
of the sower, but parables in general), Jesus’ answer in verses 11 and 12 was basically this:
so that outsiders would not understand and so that outsiders would not repent! Does his
answer surprise you? Why or why not?

3) In verse 13, Jesus considered the parable of the sower to be the key to understanding
parables in general. What is the main point about the parable of the sower that will help us
to understand parables in general?

4) How does the Jewish expectation of the kingdom of God compare with the picture of the
kingdom described by Jesus in verses 14 to 20? Write down the differences and similarities.
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5) According to Jesus, what prevent people from hearing the word, accepting it and bearing
much fruit (verses 16 to 19)?

6) What specific lessons did you learn from this passage that
a. you can apply to your own life and

b. you can share with others so that they can also learn?

Discipleship Pointers
• The quality of the soil (how well we hear and accept) determines the growth of the seed (the
word).
• Those who hear but do not understand are those who have hardened hearts, but those
whose hearts are opened will have opportunities for repentance and thus bring forth fruits
in keeping with their repentance.
Family/Group Moments
• What type of soil am I?
• Am I allowing any other type of seed (other than God’s word) to grow and mature in my
heart?
• How much fruit is God’s word bearing in my life?
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